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Understanding Viruses continues to set the standard for the fundamentals of virology. This classic

textbook combines molecular, clinical, and historical aspects of human viral diseases in a new

stunning interior design featuring high quality art that will engage readers. Preparing students for

their careers, the Third Edition greatly expands on molecular virology and virus families. This

practical text also includes the latest information on influenza, global epidemiology statistics, and the

recent outbreaks of Zika and Ebola viruses to keep students on the forefront of cutting-edge virology

information. Numerous case studies and feature boxes illuminate fascinating research and historical

cases stimulate student interest, making the best-selling Understanding Viruses the clear choice in

virology. Each new print copy includes Navigate 2 Advantage Access that unlocks a comprehensive

and interactive eBook, student practice activities and assessments, a full suite of instructor

resources (available to adopting instructors with course ID), and learning analytics reporting tools

(available to adopting instructors with course ID).
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Me:Retired, with a PhD in Virology, but did most of my work in bioinformatics.Summary:Extremely

good book. I would highly recommend it overall.Pros:1. The overall explanation of all topics is very

well presented.2. The bibliographic material is worth the book alone. I as particularly impressed with

the links to other sites for more information on a whole host of topics. Some of them I didn't even

know existed.3. The historical perspective of many of the viruses discussed was of particular



interest.4. The online material was good, but I wouldn't classify it as great.5. The information

contained included information on recent viruses such as Zika and Ebola.Cons:1. I have a particular

dislike for any book that uses a term before the term is actually defined. This happens in many

places in the book. That might be just picky on my part, so ignore it if it doesn't bother you.2. I do

believe that having SOME knowledge of molecular biology at a basic level would be advantageous

to the reader, otherwise, I could see a novice getting a bit overwhelmed.3. There was no dedicated

chapter on immunology. Given how virology and immunology is so intertwined, I expected this,

unless the reader is expected to have knowledge beforehand. At least, that's how I was taught.4.

Ever read Fields Virology or Clinical Virology by Richman? In either case, the structural virology for

each virus is fairly daunting in most cases. Imagine this information 'condensed'. That's how this is

presented in this book. In some cases, it makes for a difficult read.Overall:Even with the cons

above, I would highly recommend this book. The prostotally outweigh the cons and I actually

enjoyed the presentation.

One of the best presented books on the subject of virses I've ever read.
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